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Welcome to the University of Chicago Law School. This tour is designed to introduce 

you to our building, highlight some specific aspects of the first-year curriculum, and 

familiarize you with the unique legal education you can receive at the University of 

Chicago Law School. If you become lost at any portion of the tour, feel free to ask any 

student or faculty you see for help or directions. Friendliness is one of the University of 

Chicago law community’s best assets.  

 

Founded in 1902, the Law School has been at the cutting edge of legal theory and 

practice for over 100 years. The original Law School building, completed 1904 and now 

known as Stuart Hall, is located across the Midway on the University’s central campus. 

The current building, designed by famed Finnish architect Eero Saarinen, opened in 

1959. The building has undergone several significant renovations since then, including a 

complete overhaul of the classroom wing and library tower in the last few years. Today, 

the building is a modern, comfortable, and functional space to begin your legal career. 

 

The tour begins as you leave the circulation desk on the third floor of the library tower. 

The library tower is six floors including the Green Lounge and is the focal point of 

architect Eero Saarinen’s plan for the Law School, designed to echo the neo-gothic 

architecture of the rest of the campus. The library was completely renovated in 2007 to 

                                                 
*
 If you’re interested in an audio tour of the Law School, ask at the circulation desk – you can check out an 

iPod with several tour options there.  
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expand student study space and to provide a more comfortable environment for legal 

research. Depending on when you visit, you may see remnants of the construction—count 

yourself lucky that you will be beginning school after the completion! Many of the most 

popular student study spaces are located in the reading room, the space that you can see 

over the balcony by the circulation desk. The long tables in the middle of the room have 

outlets for laptops, and the tables along the window are a nice place to study and enjoy 

the view of the fountain and main campus. Additionally, carrels line the border of every 

library floor, and second- and third-year students who work on journals or for professors 

can have carrels assigned to them to work on their long-term projects. Unassigned carrels 

can also be found throughout the upper floors of the library tower as well as a variety of 

comfortable, soft seating spaces for studying with a friend or two. The upper floors also 

feature larger conference rooms designed to accommodate study groups. 

 

The library is home to over 650,000 volumes—including nearly every published statute, 

session law, and reported decision of both the United States and the British 

Commonwealth. Major sections of the collection also address international and 

comparative law from around the globe. In addition to the printed collection, the library 

also provides online access to the two major legal databases, West Law and Lexis Nexus, 

as well a host of other journals, legal periodicals, and academic databases.  

 

The floor you are now standing on houses the student services suite of offices, which 

include the Dean of Students, Office of Career Services, the Admissions and Financial 

Aid Offices and the Registrar. All of these offices are staffed by friendly, receptive and 

accessible staff, all of whom always are willing to help you solve a problem, or simply 

offer a piece of advice. Because of the Law School’s small size, the administrators get to 

know every student personally, and are personally invested in each student’s success and 

well-being. Dean of Students Michelle Richardson has even been known to go as far as 

passing out winter hats to students on their way home on a snowy day. 

  

Walk back along the walkway to the rear of the third floor space, overlooking the second 

floor reading room. Enter the Fulton Room, a collection of current newspapers and 

general interest magazines that provide a balance to the mainly academic nature of the 

library’s collection. The Fulton Family donated this space to provide law students with 

non-law material to read, and students can often be found in here relaxing with the day’s 

copy of the New York Times, the Economist, or ―even‖ US Weekly. In addition, the library 

has over a hundred DVD’s of (loosely) law related movies such as The Paper Chase and 

Legally Blonde for students to check out.  

 

Exit the Fulton Room and walk back toward the Office of Career Services. Career 

prospects for University of Chicago Law School graduates are exceptionally bright. At 

the beginning of your first year, you will be assigned to one of the many career 

counselors, all former lawyers, to assist you with your first summer job search. First-year 

students enjoy a wide variety of summer job opportunities, including work in private 

practices, judicial internships, research positions with professors, and a wide variety of 

positions in the public interest sector. Upon graduation, nearly 75% of the class pursues a 

career in private practice, while up to 22% choose to clerk with a judge at either the state 
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or federal level. The remainder of the class takes jobs in public interest, business, 

government, or academia. With a University of Chicago degree, you can practice 

anywhere in the country, with over 70% of graduates choosing to work outside of the 

Midwest.   

 

Next, explore the fourth through sixth floors of the library tower, accessible from the 

staircases located in the corner of each floor or the elevator. These floors contain the 

majority of the library’s collection in open, browseable stacks, as well as the Law 

School’s faculty offices. The faculty at is far and way the University of Chicago Law 

School’s greatest 

asset. While one 

small in number, 

they are 

consistently rated 

as the nation’s most 

prolific—

publishing more 

scholarly articles 

and generating 

more legal 

citations, than any 

other Law School 

faculty. In addition 

to being 

accomplished 

scholars, the faculty of the Law School is also dedicated to teaching, and the professors 

are just as happy in the classroom teaching students as they are in the library pursuing 

their own research.   

 

Faculty at Chicago practice an open-door policy and are always willing to talk to students 

about their classes, their research, or any other advice or information a student may need.  
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When you are finished exploring the library, please take the elevator down to the first 

floor of the Law School. This will bring you just outside the Harold J. Green Lounge. 

The Green Lounge, as it is known, is center of Law School life. As you enter the lounge, 

you can look through the large windows on your right at the Law School’s fountain. The 

Law School is currently planning to replace the fountain with a zero-depth reflecting pool 

that will be an excellent spot 

for students to study, relax, 

and enjoy the outdoors. On 

your right is the South Green 

Lounge, added to the Law 

School in 1987.  

 

Between 12:15 and 1:30, the 

entire Law School has a 

scheduled lunch period, 

when you are likely to find 

the majority of students, 

faculty, and staff gathered 

here in the Green Lounge 

eating lunch, catching up on 

some last minute studying, 

playing an intense game of 

foosball, or just chatting with 

friends. The Green Lounge 

also hosts some of the Law 

School’s favorite traditions, 

including both Coffee Mess 

and Wine Mess. Every 

Wednesday morning the Law 

School gathers for donuts, 

bagels and some much 

needed coffee before classes. 

It’s not out of the ordinary to 

find yourself at a table with a 

professor or two, continuing 

a conversation from class, 

discussing their ongoing 

research, or just talking about 

last week’s Bears game. On Thursday afternoons, the lounge is transformed into the site 

of the Law School’s weekly cocktail party, Wine Mess. Often sponsored by one of Law 

School’s dozens of clubs or organizations, Wine Mess is a chance for the entire Law 

School to get together and unwind after a busy week, and a great opportunity to sample a 

selection of local foods prepared by some of Hyde Park’s best eateries.  
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In addition to the weekly 

messes, the Green Lounge also 

plays host to some of the Law 

School’s yearly traditions. In 

the winter, the Chicago Law 

Foundation, an organization 

that provides grants to 

students pursuing public 

interest careers, hosts a 

fundraising auction in the 

Green Lounge. Students are 

very generous and form 

groups to bid on the prizes, 

including perennial favorites 

such as a Scotch Tasting at the home of Professor Douglas Baird or a night of monopoly 

and pizza with Property Professor Lior Strahilevitz. Other events in the Green Lounge 

include the formal Dean’s welcome dinner for incoming students as well as the dinner for 

graduating students. As a University of Chicago Law School student, you will likely 

spend more time in this room than anywhere else at the Law School.  

 

Some of the most outstanding pieces of the Law School’s vast art collection can also be 

found in the Green Lounge. The four large paintings on either side of the green lounge 

were painted specifically for this space by famed Chicago artist Judy Ledgerwood, now 

chair of the art department at Northwestern University. While primarily abstract in 

nature, they were designed to 

suggest both the prairie and lake 

scenes that symbolize Chicago 

and the greater Midwest. On the 

right side of the lounge, by the 

windows overlooking the 

fountain, you will find what has 

become somewhat of a Law 

School mascot, a large painted 

cow called ―A-cow-demia.‖ 

Purchased by a group of 

professors following its inclusion 

in a citywide art festival, the cow is now routinely dressed up for special occasions, 

including a Santa hat for the holidays, and academic regalia for graduation. For more 

information about the art and architecture of the Law School, including the pieces in this 

room, please explore the Art and Architecture iPod audio tour available at the library 

circulation desk.  

 

Look toward the set of glass doors on the opposite end of the Green Lounge from which 

you entered. Although there is no need to explore this area of the Law School, this is 

where you would find the office of Dean Saul Levmore, alumni services, and several 

other administrative offices. When you are finished exploring the Green Lounge, or 
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grabbing a snack at the Plum Café, exit the Green Lounge the way you originally entered. 

Walk straight ahead—past the classroom wing, the mail folders, and the bathrooms on 

your right—to the Arthur Kane Center for Clinical Legal Education.  

 

Built in 1998, the 

Kane Center houses 

the Law School’s 

clinical education 

programs, which 

function as a private, 

public interest law 

firm staffed by 

students under the 

guidance of clinical 

professors. Walk in 

past the reception 

desk to the two-story 

atrium in the center 

of the clinic. The 

Kane Center offers 

three major clinics, 

the Mandel Legal Aid Clinic, the Institute for Justice, and the Immigrant Children’s 

Advocacy Clinic. Mandel, the largest clinic, coordinates many different projects. 

Students interested in criminal law, for example, can work on the Criminal and Juvenile 

Justice project, representing indigent youth from Chicago’s South Side in criminal 

matters. Further options include clinics focusing on appellate advocacy, affordable 

housing, and the rights of the mentally disabled. Students more interested in 

transactional, or contract, law can volunteer with the Institute for Justice Clinic on 

Entrepreneurship, helping local Chicago residents to establish small businesses, buy real 

estate, and write sales contracts. The Immigrant Children’s Advocacy Clinic, the newest 

addition, trains students to be advocates for unaccompanied and separated immigrant and 

refugee children. Positions in the clinics are determined by lottery during your first year, 

and almost all interested students get the opportunity to participate in clinical work by 

their third year.  

 

Now, please exit the Kane Center, asking the receptionist to buzz you through the door. 

As you walk down the hallway, notice the mail folders on your right. Every student has a 

personal mail folder, as occasionally, even in the electronic age, professors will need to 

hand back papers, or the staff will have an announcement. The bulletin boards on both 

sides of the hallway are a good way to see what projects are progressing at the clinics or 

to see clippings of professors’ mentions in publications. Turn left down the hallway in 

front of you and note the pictures on the wall outside of Classroom V. These are portraits 

of all of the faculty members that had spent more than 25 years at the Law School prior to 

their retirement. It is not uncommon for professors to spend their entire careers at the 

University of Chicago, and there are many more professors currently teaching that will be 
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added immediately after they retire. If they are unoccupied, peek inside Classrooms V 

and VI to see examples of small and mid-size classrooms.  

 

 

Now, turn around and head down the main classroom hallway. Feel free to enter any 

classroom that is currently unoccupied. For an opportunity to sit in on a class in progress, 

please speak to the Admissions Office. All of the classrooms were renovated in 2004 and 

now include wireless Internet and outlets at every seat. Most students tend to take notes 

on laptops, and exams must be taken and turned in electronically.  

 

We’ll take this opportunity to discuss the format of the school year and the first-year 

curriculum. The University of Chicago operates on the quarter system, with the first 

quarter running from the end of 

September through Winter Break, the 

second quarter from January to 

Spring Break, and the third from 

March to June. In addition, first year 

students have a modified exam 

schedule—they only take 2 exams 

after the first quarter, 2 exams after 

the second, and then 4 exams after 

the last quarter. Most students 

appreciate the quarter system as it 

eases them into the first year, allows 

them to take more classes throughout their Law School careers, and allows for winter and 

spring vacations to fall in between quarters.  

 

As a first year student, you will take a proscribed series of classes, with the exception of 

one elective course during the spring quarter. The first year program will give you a 

foundation in many different, fundamental areas of law, including Civil Procedure, 

Property, Contracts, and Criminal Law. The Law School also requires a one-quarter class 

in Elements of the Law, a unique 

introduction to legal reasoning and judicial 

decision-making. In addition to these core 

classes, every first year student participates 

in the Bigelow Legal Research and Writing 

Program.  

 

The Bigelow Legal Research and Writing 

Program is a cornerstone of the legal 

education at the University of Chicago. The 

first-year class is divided into six sections 

of around 30 students each, which serve as 

your Bigelow groups. Each section takes all 

of their classes together, with a rotating group of two other sections filling out the class. 

By the end of the first year, the combination of sections will have been rotated so that you 
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will have taken as least one class with every other student. This gives you an opportunity 

to get to know your classmates, and especially the people in your section, very well.  

 

Substantively, the Bigelow Program is an intensive writing curriculum during which you 

will produce two legal memos and one appellate brief, cumulating in an oral argument 

presented to a panel of faculty and alumni judges.  By the end of the first year, you will 

have a strong foundation and working knowledge in legal writing and research that will 

serve you well in whatever opportunity you chose to pursue your first summer, as well as 

in the rest of your legal career. 

 

Now, leave the classroom 

and walk down one of the 

small flights of stairs to 

your right. This will bring 

you to the lower classroom 

level, consisting of student 

lockers and smaller seminar 

rooms. These rooms are 

where smaller seminars and 

classes are held. Most first 

year students take their 

elective in one of these 

rooms. Students are given a 

wide variety of choices for 

their elective, which can include classes in Health Law, Trademarks, American Legal 

History, or Education Law, depending on the year.  

 

Continue north down this hallway, past the wooden lockers assigned to each law student. 

Beyond these lockers, on the walls and dividers of the lower space, are a series of bulletin 

boards used by Chicago’s wide variety of clubs and organizations to advertise upcoming 

events, speakers, and lunches. Clubs at Chicago range from the political, such as the 

Federalist Society and the American Constitution Society, to the career orientated, such 

as the Chicago Law Foundation (dedicated to the public interest), to the purely social, 

such as Chicago’s A 

Cappella group, the Scales of 

Justice. There is a club-

sponsored lunchtime speaker 

nearly every day at Chicago, 

ranging from professors 

discussing their time as 

Supreme Court Clerks to 

alumni judges and reporters 

coming back to discuss their 

careers. These lectures 

provide students with a great 

opportunity to see how the 
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theories and concepts they’re learning in class play out in the real world, as well as a 

chance to score a free slice of pizza (deep dish, of course) before returning to class.  

 

Turning right at the end of this hallway and continuing down the long hallway will bring 

you to the new office suite of the three University of Chicago student-edited journals, the 

Law Review, the Legal Forum, and the Chicago Journal of International Law. The Law 

Review publishes articles, student comments, and book reviews on current legal issues 

and problems. The Legal Forum is a topical law journal. Each volume examines a current 

legal issue in depth. The Chicago Journal of International Law promotes an 

interdisciplinary approach and balanced discourse on international law. Admission to the 

journals is determined on the basis of a writing competition that interested students 

complete in the weeks after the last first 

year exam, although some Law Review 

positions are allocated on the basis of 

grades. Students on journals enjoy their 

experiences, as it allows them to 

improve their writing and publish their 

own scholarship. Additionally, the Law 

School faculty edits three journals, the 

Journal of Law and Economics, the 

Journal of Legal Studies, and the 

Supreme Court Review. To continue the 

tour, turn around and go back the way 

you came, turning left at the junction in 

the hallways, and taking any set of stairs back up to the classroom wing.  

 

Continue down the hall until you reach the corridor leading east, towards the Lloyd 

Auditorium and the Kirkland Courtroom. Go up the stairs and either right or left to enter 

the auditorium. This room holds up to 500 people, and is used for the largest speakers and 

events of the law school year. The 

auditorium has hosted Supreme 

Court Justices, renowned scholars, 

business leaders, and politicians of 

all stripes. The auditorium also 

serves as a classroom for some of 

the Law School’s most popular 

classes, such as Bankruptcy with 

Professor Baird, a renowned expert 

on the subject, or Constitutional 

Law with Professor Strauss, who 

has argued before the Supreme 

Court more than a dozen times.  In 

addition, the auditorium is the venue for the final round of the Law School’s annual trivia 

contest, pitting the best student team against an all-star, all-faculty team for the prize of 

glory and yearlong bragging rights.  
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Leave the auditorium by the entrance from which you came, and walk down the staircase 

to the landing below. This is the door to the Kirkland Courtroom, a full-size, functioning 

courtroom, which has hosted a variety of actual trials, including proceedings of Seventh 

Circuit Court of Appeals, and the Illinois State Supreme Court. The courtroom is 

equipped with state of the art 

presentation tools, including 

document viewers for the 

jury box and timing devices. 

Thus, the courtroom is as 

functional for an actual trial 

as it is for a class. When not 

in use by a high judicial 

body, the Courtroom serves 

as host for the final round of 

the annual Hinton Moot 

Court Competition, open to 

second and third year 

students, as well as a 

classroom for a wide variety of clinical and litigation-focused classes. The Coase 

Lecture—one of the most anticipated annual events—also takes place in the Kirkland 

Courtroom. The lecture is named for Chicago’s own Nobel Prize winning economist and 

Professor of Law, Ronald Coase. Every year, there is a different lecture on a pertinent 

issue in law and economics, written primarily for first-year students.  

 

This concludes the self-guided portion of this tour. Please turn the page for the answers to 

some of Chicago’s most frequently asked questions.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

First, the weather. Yes, it’s true. It does get cold in Chicago. But the winters here can 

also be fun, with the odd impromptu snowball fight outside the classroom wing and ice 

skating in the rink right outside our door serving to warm things up. Bottom line—get a 

warm jacket, a good pair of gloves, and a scarf, and you can survive the winter in style. 

As for the rest of the year, Chicago is one of America’s most beautiful large cities. 

During the warmer months, the lakefront and the beach are just blocks from the Law 

School. During the summer, Chicago is alive with dozens of festivals, ranging from 

major concerts to small neighborhood fairs. There is always something going on, and 

often too many things to see and do. And, it is all easily accessible from wherever you 

chose to live in the city, including Hyde Park. Downtown is just a 20-minute bus ride 

away.  

 

Where do most first year students live? 
The majority of first-year law students 

chooses to live in Hyde Park, to be close to 

both school and their peers. However, 

students can and do live on the north side 

of the city as well. There are many 

different living options in Hyde Park. 

Many students choose to live in one of the 

many high-rise apartment buildings, such 

as Regents Park, the Windermere, and 

Hyde Park Towers. These buildings offer 

many amenities, such an onsite dry 

cleaners, full gyms, convenience stores, 

heated, covered parking, and indoor pools. 

If you choose to visit Regents Park, make 

sure to ask about the discounts they offer to 

Law School students.  

 

Another popular choice for first years is the 

New Graduate Residence Hall, located just 

a block east of the Law School on 60
th

 

street. New Grad provides comfortable 

dormitory style living, featuring furnished 

rooms with their own private baths. Cooking is done in the building’s communal kitchen, 

or by campus meal plan. While the rooms are smaller than those in Regents Park, New 

Grad can’t be beat in terms of location or convenience. 

 

The third major living option in Hyde Park is University-owned apartments. The 

University owns a wide variety of buildings spread throughout Hyde Park, each with its 

own unique character and style. The apartments include all kinds of buildings, walk-ups 

and high-rises. Apartments range in size from studios to 3 bedrooms and are allocated by 
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a first-come, first-served system. For more information, see the University’s housing 

Web site, or the information provided with your acceptance packet.  

 

Do the Law School students have fun? Yes! Students here are able to balance the 

intellectual rigors of law school course work while also having an active social life. 

Thursday night ―bar reviews,‖ where the Law School students choose a bar on the north 

side of Chicago to meet, are well attended. The Law School also sponsors many 

barbeques throughout the year and the Bigelow sections always celebrate turning in the 

writing assignments with a night out at the campus Pub, located just across the Midway 

from the Law School, or the Seven Ten bowling alley located on the main campus. While 

the workload is serious, 

as it will be at any top 

school, it is 

manageable and 

admitted students are 

well equipped to rise to 

the challenge. As the 

saying goes, students 

here truly do ―work 

hard and play hard.‖  

 

What is the political 

climate of the Law 

School? All 

sensibilities on the 

political spectrum are 

represented at the 

University of Chicago. 

The Federalist Society, 

a conservative group, and the American Constitutional Society, a liberal group, are both 

very active on campus and often hold lunchtime talks and events that are well attended by 

all students, regardless of their political beliefs. Many events are even co-hosted by the 

two organizations. The Federalist Society was actually founded at the Law School, and 

their first faculty advisor was Antonin Scalia. The Law School’s reputation as a 

―conservative‖ place most likely stems from the willingness of students to fully consider 

all ideas on their merits, rather then reject them out of hand for failing to conform to one 

political ideology or another. The political atmosphere at the Law School is one of 

respect, where students are passionate about their beliefs but interested in the ideas of 

others. 

 

Can I take classes in other parts of the University? The Law School is very well 

integrated into the rest of the University of Chicago. In addition to the dozens of courses 

offered at the Law School itself each quarter, students can take up to four classes in any 

other department of the University for Law School credit, including the highly ranked 

Graduate School of Business, Harris School of Public Policy, and the School of Social 

Service Administration. In addition, many classes at the University are cross-listed at the 
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Law School, allowing law students to take them without using one of their four allotted 

courses. Finally, the Law School itself always has taken an interdisciplinary approach to 

the study of legal issues. Classes such as Roman Law, Health Law, Legal History, and 

Law and Technology all draw on a wide range of cutting-edge, extra-legal scholarship in 

examining the connection between history, political science, business and the hard 

sciences in their relationship to law. 

 

What else should I do during my visit to Hyde Park? If you wish to explore the 

University of Chicago’s main campus, try to visit the Oriental Institute, a small, exquisite 

collection of ancient art, and the Robie House, one of Frank Lloyd Wright’s most famous 

homes. If the weather is nice, take some time and wander around the beautiful Gothic 

campus.  Some of the best places to eat include University Market, for freshly made 

Italian sandwiches, Giordano’s for the world-famous stuffed pizza, or Medici, a popular 

spot with a diverse menu.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


